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MEMBERSHIP NEWSLETTER — MAY 2020 

 
2020 SEASON SLATE OF ACTIVITIES 
The Mandan Horse & Saddle Club board of directors 
is preparing for the 2020 season. Pending any new 
restrictions due to the evolving COVID-19 situation, 
family rodeos are scheduled as follows: 
• June 7 
• July 26 
• September 5 - Wild West Rodeo 
 
Additional activities hosted by the club: 
• Aug. 15-16 – N.D. High School Rodeos 

 
Jackpot events also could be a possibility pending 
volunteerism. A spring clean-up and arena set-up 
night is planned for June 3 beginning at 6 p.m. Many 
hands make light work! 

 
COVID-19 IMPLICATIONS ON RODEOS 
The board of directors is working to identify ways to 
help keep contestants, volunteers and spectators 
safe during rodeos. Some changes you can expect: 
• Online membership registry and payment by 

credit card plus submittal of liability waiver. 
• Entry fees to be paid online by credit card or 

mailed a week in advance if by check. No on-
site payment day of rodeos. 

• Restricted access to crow’s nest/office. A cell 
number will be posted at rodeos should you 
need to call or text with a question or concern 
for the announcer, timers or point and payout 
record keepers. 

• Contestants in calf riding, steer riding and chute 
dogging should have their own helmets and 
protective vests. No borrowing except among 
immediate family. 

• Limits on numbers of parents/helpers in roping 
boxes. 

• Social distancing in shelter and bleachers. 
• Hand sanitizer and/or wipes to be available. 
• Gate volunteers asked to wear gloves. 
• Checks for the top 3 placing in an event will be mailed following rodeos. 
 
With many uncertainties surrounding COVID-19, further modifications could be made. Stay 
tuned to the website and Facebook page. If you have a suggestion in sync with ND Smart 
Restart guidelines, please contact MHSC President Ellen Huber via eahuber@outlook.com. 
 
EVENT LINE-UP MODIFIED BASED ON SURVEY RESULTS 
The slate and order of events for family rodeos differs slightly from last year: 
• Open breakaway added and contestants may enter open team roping twice (as long as 

there’s a change in roles or partners). The intent is to retain junior and senior contestants. 
• Split junior goat tying into boys and girls divisions. The aim is to give boys a chance to hone 

their skills with a pigging string. 
• Keyhole race is eliminated for juniors and seniors. At higher age divisions, this event lacks 

long-term purpose compared to alternatives. 
 
See enclosed flyer for more info. Details about each rodeo will be made available as 
sponsorships and prizes are confirmed. If you haven’t provided us with your e-mail address, 
please do so by sending an e-mail to President Ellen Huber at eahuber@outlook.com or Entry 
Coordinator Patty Mosset at mhsc_entries@outlook.com. 
 

SPONSOR UPDATE 
Donations of money and merchandise are 
vital to the Mandan Horse and Saddle 
Club’s ability to offer an array of prizes at 
rodeos and for year-end achievements. 
Retaining and attracting sponsors is 
challenging in 2020 as many businesses 
grapple with revenue decreases due to 
the coronavirus. We appreciate those 
able to assist more than ever!  
 
About $1,000 is needed for each rodeo, 
more for the Wild West and high school 
rodeos. For information and benefits, visit 
the sponsor section of the website or 
contact MHSC President Ellen Huber, cell 
701-400-6249. 
 
Thank you to the following sponsors: 
 
Chute Sponsors 
Northern Plains Equipment, Mandan 
Roshau Chiropractic & Rejuve Wellness, 
Bismarck 
 
Family & Wild West Rodeo 
Suppporters  
Mandan Eagles Club 
Rud Oil, New Salem & Center 
City of Mandan Event Grant 
 
High School Rodeo Sponsors 
Recruitment will soon be underway 

 
2019 YEAR-END AWARDS 
Roshau Chiropractic Clinic, Bismarck 
Dave's Sales & Service, Center 
Chad Berger Bucking Bulls, Mandan 
Farm Credit Services 
Inland Truck Parts 
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SURVEY REINFORCES IMPORTANCE OF MHSC, 
PROVIDES GUIDANCE TO BOARD FOR 2020 
Thirty-eight current and past members responded to a 
January survey to provide input on the club’s future, 
suggestions to better meet member expectations, and to 
indicate areas of willingness to assist. Key takeaways 
include the following: 
• 71% rate the MHSC as very important and another 

26% consider it somewhat important to their family. 
• 71% favor continuing to host high school rodeos. 
• Significant jackpot interest -- 73% are very to 

somewhat interested in barrel racing, 69% in 
breakaway roping and 63% in team roping. 

• A disconnection about the importance of the high 
school rodeos typically being the club’s major 
fundraiser and a subsidizer to prizes for family 
rodeos vs. a false perception of it being a cost. 

• 89% support for more manure clean-up stations. 
• Only 18% support for elimination of year-end awards 
 
For the full survey summary, visit the website at 
www.mandanhorseandsaddle.com. 
 
YOUNGEST AGE DIVISION RETAINED, 
UNIQUE PRIZES PLANNED FOR AGES 6 & UNDER 
In one survey question, 69% of respondents wanted to 
retain the age division for under age 6 while 29% wanted 
to eliminate it in favor of restoring beginners as a 9 and 
under age division. When asked about ways to reduce 
costs, 43% were opposed to eliminating the age division 
and 38% supported the potential change. As a 
compromise, because a fourth age division has a cost, 
the board voted to adopt a slightly less costly prize 
structure for the youngest age division. 
 
Prizes for the first family rodeo include cowboy boots, 
spurs, a haybag or chair, a tote bag, and hoofies! Stay 
tuned for more fun ideas! 
 
PRIZE STRUCTURE REVIEWED 
Even pre-COVID-19, board members were concerned 
about the club’s appetite for prizes exceeding its budget. 
In 2019, the MHSC income statement was negative by 
nearly $2,500. At a March meeting, the board reached 
consensus on a prize structure to include reduced 
expenditures for beginner awards at rodeos, prizes for 
the top 3 in events at the Wild West Rodeo, and holding 
off on saddles as year-end prizes; rather awarding 
event, reserve all-around and all-around prizes in the 
range of $50 to $200. 
 
Pending sponsorship support, the board is striving for 
the following: 
• Prizes for all-around through fifth overall winners at 

family rodeos. 
• A Wild West Rodeo on Sept. 5 with prizes for the top 

3 in each event (except the open team roping and 
open breakaway roping, each of which have a 
higher fee and cash payout). 

 
Any year-end prizes will be awarded on the basis of 
points earned at the three family rodeos. Prizes to be 
presented at an awards celebration. 
 

ONLINE ENTRY REMINDERS 
• Online entries for the first rodeo will be open by May 

25 at www.mandanhorseandsaddle.com. 
• Entries must be received by midnight the Monday 

prior to rodeos, so by June 1 for the first rodeo. 
• All entrants need to be members and all entries 

need to occur online. 
• Dues are $50 per family or $30 per individual.  
• All 2020 memberships and liability waivers must be 

submitted prior to entering rodeos. 
• If you have not already paid your 2020 membership 

dues, please do so as soon as possible to ensure a 
smooth entry process for the family rodeos 

• Entrants are assigned a contestant/membership 
number for use with the online entry system. 

• Questions? Contact Entry Coordinator Patty Mosset, 
mhsc_entries@outlook.com  
 

EVENT COORDINATORS SOUGHT  
Coordinators are still needed to recruit more helpers and 
assist arena directors with events. Tasks include setting 
up equipment, loading stock, opening and closing gates. 
Please jump in where you see a need.  
• Calf/Steer Riding – Cody & Tracy Maher Family 
• Chute Dogging -  
• Breakaway & Tie-Down Roping –  
• Team Roping – Don & Shanda Morgan Family 
• Barrels -  
• Beginner & Peewee Keyhole - 
• Goats –  
• Poles -  
• Dummy Roping – Ben & Ida Erickson 

 
AUCTION RAISES FUNDS FOR CLUB 
Thank you to all who donated, bid on and purchased 
silent auction items at the awards celebration. A total of 
$472 was raised to help cover expenses for the evening. 
 
AMAZONSMILE DONATES 
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the 
same products, prices and shopping features 
as Amazon.com. The AmazonSmile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to 
the the Mandan Horse and Saddle Club when you use 
this special link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-
0409779. You will see eligible products marked "Eligible 
for AmazonSmile donation" on their product detail 
pages. The MHSC received $52.40 for the fourth quarter 
of 2019 through AmazonSmile. Thanks to JD Bubel for 
setting it up. 
 
WATCH WEBSITE & FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES 
This will be the only mailing until the season end. Be 
sure your e-mail is on file for e-bulletins. Stay tuned to 
the website and Facebook page for updates, results and 
news of planning efforts. Many helpers are needed to 
organize and produce the high school rodeos. Planning 
meetings will be held. If you would like to assist, please 
contact President Ellen Huber, cell 701-400-6249. 
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Mandan  Saddle Club  

2020 Family Rodeos-June 7, July 26, September 5 Wild West 
Dakota Centennial Park Arena  

Rodeos Start @ 9 a.m. 
EVENT ORDER & FEES 

1. Jr Steer Riding, $22 
2. Pee Wee Calf Riding, $21 
3. Open Chute Dogging, $23 
4. Open Breakaway Roping, $30 

5. Sr Breakaway Roping, $23 
6. Jr Breakaway Roping, $22 
7. Sr Tie-Down Roping, $23 
8. Jr Tie-Down Roping, $22 
9. Open Team Roping (may enter 2X with different partner/role), $30 
10. Senior Team Roping, $15.50 
11. Pro-Am Team Roping, $14.50  
12. Senior Barrels, $8  
13. Pee Wee Dummy Roping (outside of arena), $6 
14. Junior Barrels, $7 
15. Beginner Dummy Roping (outside of arena), $6 
16. Pee Wee Barrels, $6  
17. Beginner Barrels, $6 
18. Pee Wee Keyhole Race, $6 
19. Beginner Keyhole Race, $6 
20. Sr Goat Tying, $13 
21. Jr Boys Goat Tying, $12 
22. Jr Girls Goat Tying, $12 
23. Pee Wee Goat Tail Tying, $11 
24. Sr Pole Bending, $8 
25. Jr Pole Bending, $7 
26. Pee Wee Pole Bending, $6 
27. Beginner Pole Bending, $6 

 
• Age Divisions (as of Jan. 1): Beginners <6, Pee Wees 7-9, Juniors 10-14, Seniors 15+ 
• Western attire mandatory including hat, long-sleeves collared shirt & boots 
• Enter by Monday prior to each rodeo at www.mandanhorseandsaddle.com. 
• Payback of 75% of entry fees to top 3 places in each event (less stock fees); points 1st-6th 
• Membership qualifies contestants for overall and year-end awards ($50 families; $30 individuals). 
• Buckles awarded for all-around in Sr, Jr & Pee Wees; prizes to the top 5 overall in each age division. 
• Wild West Rodeo to have buckles in all events (except open breakaway and open team roping). 
• Year-end awards to all-around, reserve AA and event winners based on points (need not attend all 3 to win). 
• No all-around points for open breakaway, open team roping, or senior winners in pro-am team roping. 
• Participation in both breakaway and tie-down roping allowed.

http://www.mandanhorseandsaddle.com/
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR OUR 2020 FAMILY RODEOS 
June 7 * July 26 * September 5 

 
HIGH SCHOOL RODEOS: Aug. 15-16 
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